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Bring In 
Your Wine 

Bottles too!
(5¢ each 

up to 20 per visit!)

Porter Empty Return Center

3628 Ransomville Road (Next to Rite Aid)
HOURS: MONDAY & SATURDAY 9AM TO 3:30PM / TUESDAY THRU FRIDAY 10AM TO 6PM

yy
Bring in Those Cans & 

Bottles & Receive an Extra

15% 
Rit Aid)

Now thru June 30

BB

Focus On The Future
Vote Tuesday, June 27th

Democratic Primary

SPURBACK
For 

Town of Niagara Town Council
Endorsed by Labor Local 91

Early Voting runs June 17 - June 25

906 Center St., Lewiston

716-215-1350

Coming Soon

SUSHI
Freshly Made Daily

DiMino’s

840 Seneca St., Lewiston  | 716-754-2199  |  gregspools.com

REDUCE CHLORINE USE BY 50%
FROG SPRING SPECIALS

STOP IN AND LET US SHOW 
YOU HOW TO CONVERT YOUR 

POOL TO A FROG LEAP 
MINERAL SYSTEM FOR FREE

ABBI’S 
TOY CORNER

TOYS & GAMES
ARTS & CRAFTS
PUZZLES & ROBOTS
STUFFED ANIMALS

Cataract Surgery Lunch & Learn
Wednesday, July 5th and Wednesday, August 2nd

Call today to register or you 
can reserve your seat(s) online

1-800-309-2020
www.fichte.com 3055 Niagara Falls Blvd.

Amherst 14228

- Held at My Tomato Pie
- Doors open at 11:30 am
- Presentation Noon-1pm
- Bring a friend or spouse
- Laser procedures & 
   lens options discussed
- Q&A session at the end
- Hosted by one of our Surgeons

2pm til Dusk
Lawn Chairs or Blankets 

RecommendedRReeeR ccoooommmmmmennddeeeedd dddReeccoommmmeennddeed

Town of Niagara Veteran's Memorial Park

No outside beer or alcohol permitted
No animals permitted

Sponsored by: Covanta Enviromental Services, Rich Entertainment Services, 
Joe Cecconi's Chrysler, Niagara's Choice, Tim Hortons, Republic Services, 

Scott Lawn Yard Inc., WNY Heros Inc., Niagara County Legislators Robins & Grozio 
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2pm Desire U2 Tribute

4pm Just Heart Heart Tribute Band

6pm Gypsy Queen Fleetwood Mac Tribute Band

8pm Anybody Out There Pink Floyd Tribute

Thank you
 to all the people who 

participated in and 
all that attended the 

Ransomville 
Flag Day Parade 2023
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(Photos by Wayne Peters)

Lewiston business owners provide 
‘sandwich board’ suggestions

BY JOSHUA MALONI
GM/Managing Editor

The Village of Lewiston is one 
step closer to adopting a new 
“sandwich boards” sign law fol-
lowing a productive, one-hour 
meeting with business owners at 
Tuesday’s monthly meeting.

Though the agenda included a 
motion to approve new sign stan-
dards, no vote was taken. Rather, 
trustees thanked the dozen-plus 
speakers for their suggestions, 
and asked for more time to “di-
gest” each statement.

Mayor Anne Welch said, “As 
everyone knows, our current law 
says that sandwich boards are 
not permitted. This is a law. We’re 
asking for your input on what 
we should do with the ‘sandwich 
boards.’ They weren’t permitted 
before COVID. We went up and 
down Center Street to the busi-
nesses and said, ‘Put “sandwich 
board” signs out. Put banners out. 
Anything you need to get yourself 
through.’ That’s why we allowed 
the ‘sandwich boards.’ Now that 
COVID is over, we still have our 
law on our books that says no 
‘sandwich boards.’ ”

She added, “We’re not saying 
that you can’t have them. Our cur-
rent law says you can’t. That’s why 
we are here.”

Town of Lewiston Clerk Donna 
Garfi nkel, who is co-owner of Sgt. 
Peppers Hot Sauces, Etc., said, “In 
2020, the board relaxed the ‘no 
“sandwich board” law’ for a way ‘to 
help promote local retailers and 

restaurants.’ And we’re all here to-
night to ask you that you continue 
that gesture.”

Viva Nostalgia owner Roger 
Passero said a “sandwich board” 
sign “helps to slow people down,” 
particularly those individuals who 
aren’t looking to stop into a store 
and shop.

He added, “I know what you 
folks are really afraid of – you’re 
afraid that there’s going to be 100 
signs. I can understand that. We 
don’t have that many, but I think 
it’s the people that do have them 
are ones that really feel that they 
really need it. …

“I just want you guys to realize 

that we’re not just doing this be-
cause we want to litter the town 
with signs, or anything like that. 
We’re doing it because we’re try-
ing to make the best we can for 
Lewiston, because Lewiston is a 
great place and it’s got some great 
stores – some great store own-
ers here. … We’ve lost a few, and 
we’re losing a couple more. And if 
we keep losing them, it’s not going 
to be the same. …

“If we lose our shops and we 
don’t have our shops, then the rest 
of these people will suffer, too. Be-
cause without the shops to bring 
the people here, we don’t stand a 
chance.” 

Brewed and Bottled Craft Beer 
Shop co-owner Chris Budde said, 
“COVID has been mentioned as 
a reason for previously allowing 
these signs. COVID might be 
over, but the shift in consumer 
behavior and spending is having a 
massive effect on each and every 
business in the village. There’s no 
end in sight, and things are dras-
tically different than they were 
years ago. Nothing is predictable, 
period. 

“If you want this great communi-
ty to continue to exist and grow to-
gether, there needs to be healthy, 
working relationships between all 
government and businesses alike. 
We understand and we support 
the collaboration. But we have to 
get rid of the dictating with little 
to no dialogue. Work with us, not 
against us, and understand where 
we fi nd ourselves today.”

The Vintage Barber co-owner 
Lynn Stephens said, “We opened 
in March (off Center Street), and 

Continued on Page 3

Lewiston Digital and Trait-Carré owner Matt Villnave said only a small per-
centage of business owners use “sandwich board” signs.
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